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Figure 7.1  Eighth-Grade List-Group-Label on Immigration

Immigration
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Group & Label
Words that describe immigration: dangerous, scary

Places people immigrate from and to: Ellis Island, New York, Statue of
Liberty, Mexico

Things immigrants brought to America: heritage, culture, food,
languages, papers

Reasons people came to America: persecution, refugee, slave

Words that don’t fit anywhere: tenement, motto, ethnic group,
immigrant, immigrate, citizen

were the five most common labels given to the words (or whatever number
is appropriate for the subject you are studying), and use those as the main
labels on the word wall. Students can then use note cards and a marker to
create a spot for the words. Stop weekly to examine the word wall and add
new words that have come up in the reading, adjust the labels if students
think of better ones, and even remove words that are not important.

Updated Strategy #2: Developing Whole-Class Word Wall Strategies

Your wall is up—congratulations! Now it is time to make sure your wall is in
constant use by highlighting the words on the wall with a variety of strategies.
Whole-class strategies, like those presented in this section, are great for days
when you have a few extra minutes at the end of class. Chapter 8 is dedicated
to these activities; those presented here pertain only to the word wall.

¢ Baseball (Tunkel, 2012): The baseball word wall activity was inspired bya
kindergarten teacher. She divided her class into teams and called up stu-
dents to the plate to “bat,” which entailed reading a word from the word
wall. If they read it correctly, they took a base. As other students came up
to bat, students moved along the bases until they were brought home by
their teammates. If a student read the word incorrectly, that was an out.
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